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The Priority Investment Approach is a new way of looking at the welfare system. It uses data analysis to provide insights into how the system is working and uses those insights to find innovative ways of helping more Australians live independently of welfare.



What does this tranche offer?
This tranche of the Try, Test and Learn Fund will accept grant applications for small scale trial projects delivered over 6 months to two years with an approximate budget range between $0.5 million and $5 million. 
The application period for this grant opportunity opens on 22 November 2017 and closes on 28 September 2018.
How does it work?
The Try, Test and Learn Fund seeks new and innovative policy responses that are aimed at improving the lives of groups at risk of long term welfare dependence, through increased workforce participation or capacity to work. 
Approved policy responses will be provided funding to refine and optimise project design through co-development, prior to implementation.
Tranche priority groups
The priority groups for this tranche are:
· Newstart Allowance recipients aged 50 and over (with a focus on those who have been out of the workforce for longer than 12 months)
· Migrants and refugees aged 16-64 and receiving working age payments
· Carers aged 16-64 and receiving Carer Payment

· At-risk young people aged 16-21 and receiving income support.
This tranche will also welcome ideas to support other vulnerable groups at risk of long-term welfare dependence. You may propose another group as part of your application including priority groups from the initial tranche.
To support identification of other vulnerable groups, from late 2017, you will be able to access aggregate data through a publicly accessible TableBuilder program hosted on the Australian Bureau of Statistics website.
Stakeholder activities and support
To support you to develop applications and ideas for the Fund, the Department will conduct a number of stakeholder activities and provide a variety of online support. Details, including a regularly updated schedule of events will be available on the DSS website.
How do I apply?
You should read the Grant Opportunity Guidelines before you apply. 
You must submit your grant application using the application form that is available on the Community Grants Hub and GrantConnect websites. 
How will my application be assessed?
The Community Grants Hub will assess grant applications in batches at regular intervals. An expert panel will recommend projects for approval. The Minister for Social Services will make the final decision to approve a grant.
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